Grubbs (Nobel prize laureate 2005), he worked on the synthesis and characterization of polyacetylene-polynorbornene-polyacetylene triblock copolymers [1] .
Back at TU Graz in 1989, Franz Stelzer, now Associate Professor, rapidly set up a strong research group in the field of catalytic polymerization. A very important step in his research career was the Christian Doppler Laboratory (CDL) for Catalytic Polymerization, which he headed in the years 1991-1994. A particular highlight was the development of ring-opening polymerization reactions of oxanorbornene and norbornene derivatives in aqueous media [2] . In his research work, Franz Stelzer managed to combine the field of metathesis polymerization (aiming at the tailored architecture of functional macromolecules) with the field of organic electronics and other advanced applications of polymers. It should be stated that this field of research was entirely new in Austria at this time. With these new and advanced topics in the field of functional polymers, Franz Stelzer stimulated the Austrian polymer community on its way to the twenty-first century. Together with the research group of G. Leising at the Institute of Solid State Physics (TU Graz), an intensive research on electronic properties and applications of conjugated polymers, many of them prepared by the ring-opening polymerization (ROMP) of norbornene derivatives, was conducted in the years from 1991 on. Numerous studies were published e.g. on the preparation of conjugated polymers (in particular poly(arylenevinylene)s and polyacetylene-polynorbornene block copolymers) and their optical and electronic properties (e.g. [3] ).
In 1996, the Spezialforschungsbereich (SFB) Elektroaktive Stoffe, a research cluster on electroactive materials, started at the TU Graz (needless to say, that Franz Stelzer was a leading person during the initiation and operation of this research cluster). During its runtime from 1996 to 2006, the SFB was a framework of inspiring fundamental research covering several scientific disciplines related to battery technology, solid oxide fuel cells, functional polymers, and polymer-based organic electronics, spanning over Graz University of Technology, University of Graz, and University of Leoben. Research in the group of Franz Stelzer concentrated on segmented conjugated polymers, and over the years a ''toolbox'' consisting of a number of methods in polymer preparation (e.g. ROMP, ADMET, Suzuki couplings), several precursor monomers (cycloolefins, conjugated oligomers, and substituted norbornenes) together with suitable processing methods has been developed. The new functional polymers found application in organic lightemitting devices (OLEDs) and even in photovoltaic cells (e.g. precursor PPV in hybrid solar cells). Selected highlights of research in this period were novel precursor routes to poly(p-phenylene-butadieneylene) [4] , liquid crystalline conjugated copolymers [5] , alternating diene metathesis polycondensation (ALTMET) [6] , blue light-emitting OLEDs based on polynorbornenes with fluorene units in their side chain [7] , blue-green emitting PPV derivatives for polymer LEDs [8] as well as ROMP-based photoresist materials [9] and optical recording materials [10] . Moreover, ROMP polymers were investigated (and patented) as dental restorative materials [11] .
The More recent research activities (in the field of metathesis polymerization) of Franz Stelzer and his team are e.g. devoted to functional polynorbornenes with antimicrobial and fungicidal properties [12] , highly stereoregular poly(azanorbornene)s [13] , and applications of ROMPbased polymers as sensors [14] .
The scientific work of Franz Stelzer now comprises more than 200 reviewed publications, 8 book chapters, 15 patents (many of them filed in several countries), and innumerable presentations at conferences and workshops. During his scientific career, he has supervised more than 75 Ph.D. theses, and four of his co-workers have successfully performed their habilitation (G. On behalf of the Austrian polymer community I would like to thank Franz Stelzer for his highly successful endeavors in science and education over all these years. His work has significantly contributed to the development and recognition of Austrian polymer science on an international level.
